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blood. And the prophets declare that because of the increase
of knowledge a still more general and wide-spread dissatis-
faction will finally express itself in a world-wide revolution,
in the overthrow of all law and order ; that anarchy and dis-
tress upon all classes will be the result ; but that in the midst
of this confusion the God of heaven will sgr uP his King-
dom, which will satisfy the desires of all nations. Wearied
and disheartened with their own failures, and finding their
last and greatest efforts resulting in anarchy, men wilt gladly

welcome and bow before the heavenly authority, and recog-
‘Rize its strong and just government. Thus man’s extrem-

ity will become God’s opportunity, and * the desire of all
nations shall come’’—the Kingdom of God, in power and
great glory.—Hag. 2: 4.

Knowing this to be the purpose of God, neither Jesus
nor the apostles interfered with earthly rulers in any way.
On the contrary, they taught the Church to submit
to these powers, even though they often suffered under
their abuse of power. They taught the Church to obey the
laws, and to respe@ those in authority because of their
office, even if they were not personally worthy of esteem ;
to pay their appointed taxes, and, except where they con-
flicted with God’s laws (Alls 4:19; 5 29), to offer no re-
sistance to any established law. (Rom. 13:1-7; Matt,
22:21.) The Lord Jesus and the apostles and the early
Church wereall law-abiding, though they were separate from,
and took no share in, the governments of this world.

Though the powers that be, the governments of thig
world, were ordained or arranged for by God, that mankind
might gain a needed experience under them, yet the Church,
the consecrated ones who aspire to office in the coming
Kingdom of God, should neither covet the honors and the
emolumentsof office in the kingdomsof thisworld, nor should
they oppose these powers. Theyare fellow citizens and heirs
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of the heavenly kingdom (Eph. 2: 19), and as such should
claim only such rights and privileges under the kingdoms
of this world as are accorded to aZiens. Their mission is
not to help the world to improve its present condition, nor
to have anything to do with its affairs at present. To at-
tempt to do so would be but a waste of effort ; for the
world’s course and its termination are both clearly defined
in the Scriptures and are fully under the control of him
who in his own time will &ive us the kingdom. The influ- -
ence of the #we Church is now and always has been small
—so0 small as to count pra®ically nothing politically ; but
however great it might appear, we should follow the exam-
Ple and teaching of our Lord and the apostles. Knowing
that the purpose of God is to let the world fully test its own
ability to govern itself, the true Church should not, while
in it, be of the world. The saints may influence the
world only by their separateness from it, by letting sheir
Zightshine ; and thus through their lives the spirit of truth
REPROVES the world. Thus—as peaceable, orderly obeyers
and commenders of every righteous law, reprovers of law-
Jessness and sin, and pointers forward to the promised King-
dom of God and the blessings to be expected under it, and
not by the method commonly adopted of mingling in pol-
itics and scheming with the world for power, and thus being
drawn into wars and sins and the general degradation—
in glorious chastity should the prospeétive Bride of the
Prince of Peace be a power for good, as her Lord’s repre-
sentative in the world.

The Church of God should give its entire aticntion and
effort to preaching the Kingdom of God, and to the ad-
vancement of the interests of that Kingdom according to
the plan laid down in the Scriptures. If this is faithfully
done, there will be no time nor disposition to dabble in the
politics of present governments. The Lord had no time for

THE DIVINE PLAN oOF THE AGES, ]1%%¢




